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MLS (Healthcare Compliance) vs JD



WHICH LEGAL PATH IS RIGHT FOR YOU?

Whether you're navigating the complex world of healthcare regulations or aspiring to become a practicing
attorney, understanding the difference between a Master of Legal Studies (MLS) and a Juris Doctor (JD) is
essential. While both programs offer a strong foundation in legal principles, they serve very different goals.

At Western State College of Law, our MLS in Healthcare Compliance is designed specifically for
working professionals who need practical legal knowledge—without the time or licensure requirements of a
traditional law degree. In contrast, the JD is the standard path to becoming a licensed attorney.

Use this side-by-side guide to compare key features, career outcomes, and program highlights—so you can
choose the legal education that best fits your future.

m MLS (Healthcare Compliance) JD (Juris Doctor)

Specialized MLS built for working professionals

Broad legal education designed

}.‘ ﬁ;iﬁ;az aiming for roles in healthcare compliance, risk to prepare for the bar exam and
“ Audience management, patient privacy, fraud prevention, and legal practice.
regulatory oversight.
— Bar Exam th eligible for .bar licensure—intended for legal- Eligible to sit fgr the bar exam
_—‘/ Eligibility adjacent professionals. and become a licensed attorney.
Program 30-credit program, fully online & asynchronous, Standard JD: 3 years full-time,
@ Length & part-time; typically completed in 24 months (one often in-person or hybrid format.
Format course at a time).
Core courses include general legal principles Core curriculum covers contracts,
(basics of civil procedure, torts, and administrative torts, criminal & civil procedure,
Curriculum law) with healthcare specialization courses focusing  constitutional law, plus legal
pr— Highlights on key and emerging issues including patient writing and trial advocacy.
rights and privacy, Payer-Provider relationships,
accreditation, telehealth and pharmacy.
Grounded in practical application: Emphasis on legal reasoning,
Skills & rggulatory frameworks, gthical decisipn-making, case analysis, wr?ting briefs, .trial
E Learning rlslk.assessment, com.pllanceT strategies, skills, and preparing to practice
' Outcome crisis-preparedness, innovation management, law.
culminating in a capstone project designing a
compliance program.
’ Cost Approx. $1,067 per credit x 30 credits = $32,010 Typically $60K+ per apatjemic
'e' (e marE (plus $175 fee = ~$32,185). year at comparison institutions
(varies by school).
- Bachelor’s degree, personal statement, LSAT required, transcripts,
D— Admissions transcript(s), one recommendation; recommendation letters,
S Requirements  GRE/LSAT optional. personal statement, and

%

Career
Outcomes

Designed to propel professionals into compliance
roles across hospitals, insurance, pharmaceutical/
device firms, eldercare, and multiple government
agencies like FDA, OSHA, FTC, DOJ, CMS.

competitive selection.

Leads to a license to practice law—
options include litigation, law firms,
in-house counsel, government
legal service, and judiciary.


https://www.wsulaw.edu/academics/master-of-legal-studies/
https://www.wsulaw.edu/academics/master-of-legal-studies-program-faqs/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.wsulaw.edu/academics/master-of-legal-studies-program-courses/
https://www.wsulaw.edu/news/why-regulatory-compliance-in-healthcare-is-more-important-than-ever/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.wsulaw.edu/academics/master-of-legal-studies-program-faqs/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.wsulaw.edu/academics/master-of-legal-studies-program-faqs/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
http://compliance roles
http://compliance roles
https://www.wsulaw.edu/academics/master-of-legal-studies/
https://www.wsulaw.edu/academics/jd-curriculum/

WHO SHOULD CHOOSE THIS MLS?

You're working You want to blend

in—or interested You need a flexible, legal knowledge with
in entering— part-time, online practical, industry-
healthcare, program that specific skillsets
compliance, fits a working to open new career
privacy, risk professional’s paths or promote
management, or schedule. upward within your
related roles. organization.

CAREER OUTCOMES & ROLES

Western State markets this MLS as specifically structured to meet the rising demand for healthcare
compliance professionals. Graduates are positioned to take on key roles such as:

Healthcare Compliance Officer

Ensuring organizational alignment with HIPAA, False Claims
Act, Anti-Kickback Statute, state laws and other mandates;
developing and leading compliance programs.

Risk Management Officer

Anticipating legal risks related to patient safety, billing,
workplace safety, new technologies like Al and telehealth;
building mitigation strategies.

Patient Privacy & Protection Specialist
Safeguarding patient data and privacy,
developing training and policies for staff and
responding to breaches under HIPAA and
related laws.

Insurance Billing & Coding Auditor )
Reviewing documentation and billing
practices to prevent fraud, billing errors,
and regulatory violations—especially in
heavily regulated states like California.

N
Healthcare Compliance Consultant
Advising providers, pharmacies, eldercare
facilities, insurers, and medical device
companies on compliance frameworks,
audit readiness, and ethical operations.



https://www.wsulaw.edu/news/top-5-healthcare-compliance-careers-you-can-pursue-with-an-mls-degree/
https://www.wsulaw.edu/news/top-5-healthcare-compliance-careers-you-can-pursue-with-an-mls-degree/
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STANDS OUT

v/ Tailored specifically for
healthcare compliance
professionals not a
general or generic legal
studies credential.

Highly practical: students
complete a compliance-
driven capstone

project that mirrors real-
world compliance design.

Western State's success
comes from our tradition
of practical experience,
which we bring to life in
every class. Students
move past the books

to learn how to apply
theory in real life.

Strong affordability
and flexibility: complete
in 8-week sessions
asynchronously online,
one course at a time.

Bridge Law & Healthcare.
Start Your
MLS Journey Today!

bit.ly/ WSCL-MLS

15101 Red Hill Ave. | Tustin, CA 92780
714-459-1166 | mlsinfo@wsulaw.edu | wsulaw.edu



mailto:mlsinfo%40wsulaw.edu?subject=More%20Info%20on%20WSCL%20-%20MLS%20in%20Healthcare%20Compliance
http://wsulaw.edu
https://bit.ly/WSCL-MLS

